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Viewpoint 


CMR 948 3 December 13, 1982 


He is taking brisk steps hurrying to 
get somewhere, anywhere, Seminarian 
Sam...walking in a daze. Look at that 
face -- cold dark stare, the circles 
under his eyes betray the uncertainty 
and the anxiety. He consumes his meals 
in record time. Sam didn't even res- 
pond to my "hello." The readings, the 
papers, the exams have transported him 
from the realm of the living ministry 
into the realm of isolation -- void of 
human interaction and dynamics. To 
Sam, the living ministry begins after 
graduation. After graduation he will 
be prepared to serve God. But Sam, has 
your response to God's call been post- 
_poned? Are you taking a vacation from 
serving God? 

Too often we as students postpone 
serving God while here at seminary. 

We all have a bit of Seminarian Sam 
within us. PTS cannot make us servants 
of God. Its programs can enhance our 
service. The enhancement, though, is 
the beginning of a lifelong process. 
In the same sense our service to God is 
a lifelong process which began with the 
acceptance of the call, not after grad- 
juation. It's easy to be a full-time 
Student and become a Seminarian Sam. 
_But serving God is no easy task, either 
now or later. This is not to minimize 
formal study, nor to justify a three 
year vacation from serving God. It is 
a reminder that Christ's call is one of 
action and service. This action can be 
incorporated into our student life and 
need not only be a part-time field ed- 
ucation experience. When we accept 

the invitation to follow Christ, we 
should also be aware of the consequence. 


The consequence is serving God at 
all times and in all places. How can 
this be achieved? We must strive to 
make God's presence more visible. We 
can only do this if we have understood 
and analyzed our situation. On an in- 
dividual level, this means supporting, 
forgiving, nurturing and loving each 
other. On a corporate level, this means 
researching, analyzing, interpreting 
and responding. Researching means col- 
lecting information about the structures 
around us. Analyzing and interpreting 
means viewing this information through 
a Christian microscope. Responding 
means either to actively support or 
dilligently confront the structure. 

Break the Seminarian Sam mold. Our 
ministry should not be limited to one 
realm of life. Let's be Seminarians 
who are becoming better servants of 
God through expanding our service and 
2ec1on. 

Clarence Carmichael 
Carol Gregg 
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The Authority of Scripture 


Whence does the authority of the 
Bible come from? Some say that the 
Scriptures’ veracity derives from the 
divine inspiration of thesspirie..0One 
is allowed two choices: either the 
Bible was written by God through the 
agency of a human being by dictating 
each and every word, or, that the Holy 
Spirit inspired the authors of the Bible 
to write down God's actions in history. 
Both of these positions are thrown 
about in comfortable parlor conversa- 
tions by those who are quite sure they 
know what God was, is, and will do, in 
history. But are these abstract delib- 
erations on the Bible really true to 
our experience of God's revelation, of 
God's working in history? 

The nineteenth century quest for the 
historical Jesus gave us the historical- 
critical method. While in itself a 
useful tool for re-construction of the 
texts of scripture, does it really lead 
us to the truth which the Scriptures 
attempt to portray? It seems to me that 
the wonderful question was it Paul or 
Jesus who gave us Christianity actually 
misses the real problem of what these 
two persons were attempting to reveal. 

Two concerns arise from this position. 
The first deals with the closure of the 
Scriptures which now form the Old and 
the New Testaments, as well as the idea 
that Jesus is the final revelation of 
God= It seems tome that in itakine 
this stand one ultimately encloses God 
in our own understanding; that is, we 
commit the highest crime of anthropo- 
morphism. Does God no longer reveal the 
divine in history? Is the self-disclo- 
sure of God in Jesus the uncovering of 
God as being in the form of human 

Structure? What appears more likely 

is that the life and ministry of Jesus 
is an affirmation of human nature. God 
in Jesus is disclosing to us that to 

be a human being is not sinful; that 
our containment in finitude, our exper- 
iences of death, nothingness, the void, 
all of those things which at first 
appear to be depressingly evil, are 
part and parcel of what it means to be 
human. The sin which arises out of the 
encounter with finitude is a result of 
our own desires to overcome our humanity. 
This is the story of Adam and Eve, as 


well as of Job, which comes to us 
from the history of human beings strug- 
gling with the contingencies of 
exi1 ScCences 
These stories come to us from people 

who tried to cope with the incongrui- 
ties of lite, but also who found tkeém= 
selves confronted by a God who created 
them, who had given them a new way to 
live sthat Iwouldbal low ior §tie, trae exe 
pression of human freedom. In the 
same manner, Jesus comes to us to re- 
affirm the goodness of creation and 
human being-in-creation. The way of 
life which he portrayed attempted to 
exemplify the true character of human 
life, noteonlyain relation: to) God sauce 
in societal™relaticnships too. dhe 
Grutch,. the, character. ot human exretence, 
is also what Paul was struggling with. 
It is also what the children of Israel 
were struggling with. This is the 
"light" which Paul’ saw on’ the road toe 
Damascus; the fact that through Jesus 
God was revealing the true nature of 

human being-in-relation to God and to 

creation: 

THUSSPOSrserGheneeriate ocripcuress 
truth lies not in who or what wrote it 
but in why Scripture was written. Thus, 
the Scripture was writeen as people 
tried to give an account of the nature 
of human existence as revealed by 
God. Therefore, also, people testified 
to the life and ministry of Jesus be- 
cause of the way human existence was 
revealed. Yet, God's disclosure of 
true human existence continues to 
appear in history, but it is no longer 
written®downeas socriptures Tatieretteis 
documented in history books and the 
like. Revelation is constantly occur- 
ring, and each human life is a testament 
to God's disclosure. Every human being 
is a 'gospel''. But, however, Scripture 
is closed: the further possibilities 


of God's self-disclosure have been 
limited by our anthropomorphism. The 


potentials for wider horizons of truth 
have been limited by the historical 
conditions of a limited time. This has 
been understood by the proposals in 
liberation theologies across the 

world. Can we then say, that is this 
type and style of human existence were 
to come into active practice by the 
peoples of the world that some new dis- 
closure of God's purpose might not be 
revealed? 
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This leads me to the second concern, 
which is really the agenda of this 
paper: from what does Scripture's 
authority derive? In light of the 
foregoing discussion, the authority of 
Scripture rests not upon whether it is 
divinely inspired, but rather upon the 
truth to which it points, the truth 
being the disclosure of true human 
existence. All the tomes of historical- 
critical research do not touch upon this 
truth; instead they focus on the jot 
and tittle of the law -- the same dis- 
ease which Jesus came to heal. What 
the persons were involved with when they 
wrote the words contained in Scripture 
was the disclosure of the truly human 
life, the one divine-human history of 
all the peoples of the earth. Israel 
was torbe"a light unto the world, a 
community in which true human existence 
in its relation tothe Creator and to 
itself was to be exemplified. But, it 
coneentrated on the fact that itiwas in 
possession of that law of life, rather 
than the communication and incorporation 
of that law to the peoples of the world. 
The historical-critical method is use- 
ful in that it aids us in understanding 
the how of what these people said, but 
it does not help us in comprehending 
the why of what these people were drawn 
to write. 

God continues to work in history. 
We, as Christians, need to concern our- 
selves not with the question of how, 
but we should attend to the why. Why? 
Because the disclosure of what it means 
to be human and to live with each other 
as human beings is still the on-going 
revelation of God. We need to concern 
ourselves with creating the conditions 
which allow for the actualizing of our 
potentials to become truly human. This 
is not just the work of our own religious 
tradition; it is the work of all peoples. 
This means that every race, both sexes, 
all ages of persons, must be included 
and given equal right of access and par- 
ticipation in God's work regardless of 
Paith or creed. {For in Christ there 
is neither male nor female, Jew nor 
Gentile, slave nor free, but all are 
one in Christ,'' might be continued with 
for all are human beings." It is on 
this fundamental ground that we work 
toward the realization of justice and 


‘peace since the fate of our existence 


depends on the actualization of a truly 
human community. 


"Letter to My Friends" 


The U.S. Senate's decision on Sep- 
tember 15 to postpone a vote on the 
"Human Life Statute" until next year has 
already drawn a mixed response. Some 
of my friends hail this move as an affir- 
mation of a woman's right not to give 
birth. Others of my friends mourn that 
the carnage of the last decade is 
destined to continue. And I grieve, be- 
cause the healing that is so desparately 
needed between both sides seems too long 
in coming. 

Writer Juli Loesch described it this 
way: "There is a common room, a kind 
of unfurnished vestibule, where pro- 
choicers and pro-lifers brush past each 
other as they head out to the street to 
their respective banners and placards. 
They pass; their eyes meet for a moment; 
and then they hit the revolving door 
whtchedeals: Chemtout nm richt.y lett, 
right, ebt) -.1 Not: ithateounmsl ogans,are 
falseytthey are,tial rot ehem.,-true) in 
their way. But at some time, we need 
to share more deeply from each others' 


experience." All the while, the suf- 
fering of both sides -- and those whom 
they represent -- continues. 


It used to be that the father of an 
out-of-wedlock child was expected to 
give some kind of support: either fi- 
nancial from a distance, or perhaps 
enter into a hurried marriage (even with 
its uncertainties). But that was another 
day. Ms. Loesch continues: "Now, the 


responsible thing is to put up the 

cash for an abortion ('No hard feelings, 
OK?); and if the man actually goes to 
the clinic with the woman -- if he 
holds her hand -- why, he's a prince... 
Say a woman doesn't want to get preg- 
nant; and say she keeps participating 
in actions that could get her pregnant. 
Who's in control then?" 

The freedom that is sought has 
already been bought by those who are 
using women more subtly than ever. But 
who stays around to really pay the 
bills? The pain of one who has abor- 
tion in her history is expressed in ''My 


Prayer" by Vicki: "...That's why ie 
on my knees, God, because I can’t 
live with that memory..." One would 


aks if the solution for unwanted preg- 
nancies which this society has been 
offered is not reaping a sad harvest 
indeed. There seems to be a growing 


need to support a woman in crisis in the 
short run, and still avoid the doubt 
and even guilt that can plague her 
Future. 
Even with the rapid growth of Crisis 
Pregnancy! Centers; critics, challenge 
the "New Right" to a more pro-life 
stand across the board. 'Where,'' they 
ask, "are pro-lifers after babies are 
born? Who becomes their advocate when 
they are malnourished, abused or un- 
educated?" The urgency of serving on 
behalf of life after birth seems to be 
catching on with those on the Right, and 
may their tribe increase! 
All the talk of pro-lifers on the 
Right notwithstanding, the most inter- 
esting characteris tiemof sthespro=lire 
movement for me is its breadth. There 
are more brands of folks who want abor- 
tion to end than one can shake a stick 
at. While anti-abortionists are usually 
thought of as adhering to strict Bibli- 
cal religion, there is Libertarians for 
Lifes Lest! one ithink inhatedt)'s: aemale 
bandwagon, meet Feminists for Life. 
A growing organization which is opposed 
both to. nuclear arms and abortion is 
rolifers for Survival (coordinated by 
Juli Loesch). The ranks are joined by 
members of WEBA (Women Exploited by 
Abortion), persons who have had abor- 
tions and regret it. 

The Reverend Jesse Jackson equates 
a common justification given for abor- 
tion --— the belief that life is private 
-- with the underlying premise of 
Slavery in this country. The November, 
1980," issue of Sojourners (identified 
abortion as an area of concern for 
justice and nonviolence. It continues 
to be their most frequently requested 
reprint. 

Then there are Senate liberals, such 
as Mark Hatfield (R. - Oregon) who co- 
sponsored a Human Life Amendment shortly 
after the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
(Roe v. Wade), and William Proxmire 
(D.-Wisconsin), both of whom also op- 
posed the Vietnam War. Add to these 
Dolores Huerta, Dick Gregory, Cesar 
Chavez and Father Daniel Berrigan, and 
one is prompted to ask, 'Where have all 
the conservatives gone?" Suffice it 
to say that there is a common thread 
running through all these people : a 


respect for life and its well-being both 


before and after birth. 

I trust there is something in this 
lotter for both sides to contemplate. 
But I have one more question. Albert 


Speer, architect for the Third Reich 
from whom we have learned so much about 
Hitler's inner circle, confessed that 
althought he was in a position to know 
of the holocaust, he did not want to 
know. Whether we are confronted in our 
conscience by the needs of the born or 
unborn, will it ever be said of us, 
"They did not want to know?" 

Our world can be such a frightful 
place in’ which: to? live.» (What) we meedye— 
together -- is a good dose of hope. 
Daniel Berrigan, peace advocate and 
life advocate, has said, "The hope is 
the minority that stands somewhere and 
lays out something for the unborn and 
born, and whose appeal is to a God of 
life “Liwould *addytovthat at hamangiite 
resurrection power of Jesus Christ there 
is hope not only to end the suffering 
and killing, but also to bring healing 
to those for whom ‘this discussion isyval= 
ready too tlate. 

Jim DeCamp 


A Ray of Light 


So often in the business of our 
worlds, our concern’ for others is not 
visible. In the independence of our 
worlds, working together is difficult. 
The thanksgiving food and clothing drive 
demonstrated how this difficulty can be 
overcome and our concern become visible. 
In this sense the drive was a ray of 
light in the darkness of our world. 

_ Volunteers from 6 campus organiza- 
tions, the SGA, the ABS, the ISA, the 
Women's Center, the Seminary Conference, 
and the Hunger Task Force, worked to- 
gether to organize the drive. You, 
members of the PTS community, made the 
drive successful. Several carloads of 
food and clothing and $340 dollars were 
collected then distributed to three 

area ministries. They are the Nassau 
Crisis Center, Prospect Street Presby- 
terian Church in Trenton, and the Faith 
United Methodist Church in Philadelphia. 
Those individuals served by these three 
ministries will not only have food to 
eat and clothing to wear, but also they 
will be comforted in knowing that you 
care. Your sensitivity to the suffering 
of those in this area is commendable. 
You have given individuals a ray of hope. 
Le ig a ray of light in a dark world. 

' Clarence Carmichael 
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WINTER NATIVITY 


The land is quiet; the villagers now sleep 
And dream. Outside a fall of snow begins. 
It covers house and manger while it sweeps 


along the windowsills of shuttered inns. 


The desolation and the wilderness 
Are counterpoint to Heaven's cloudy sky. 
The wind picks up and sweeps the barrenness, 


Then swirls around a beast of burden's sty. 


The sound of ox and ass are muffled quiet. 
They look with sleepy eyes to see this thing, 
Intent on it: a child newborn this night 


And clothed in borrowed rags for swaddling. 


The swarm of stars above the clouds look down 
And try to glimpse the barren strand of earth. 
The secret held beneath that flimsey gown 


Was present and presided at their birth. 


The mother wraps her arms around the child 
WhoLuwisi lentecomtne Cold, .givesenot a cry. 
Voices mingle in the wind; the miles 


Stretch far and long to where the infant lies. 


The wind sweeps on and finds in nearby fields 
Some shepherds trembling in the frosted air. 
An opening in the sutured clouds reveals 


A loveliness as pure as beauty bare, 


And all the people in their beds asleep, 
Unknowing to the dawn soon breaking east; 


Outside the snow with white and grace falls ‘round, 


And coats the’ land in silence, not a sound. 


Carl Badger 


Some Theological Reflections on George 
Lucas’ Star Wars 


"Never in the history of Planet Earth 
was there a film like Star Wars. Its 
box-otfice grosses passed $800,000,000. 
The album of its score grossed $20,000, 
O00. wht ie thesfirest trim in ehiscory 
whose dollar income can be described ce 
asubstantiaL fractionvof arbiltion. 
How can we account for this phenomenal 
success? Remarkably, the same critics 
who acknowledge the sweeping scale of 
Star Wars'popularity are quick to dis— 
miss it as shallow. "It is county-fair 
cotton candy ap it does net contain =a 
trace of the minimum daily requirement 
of .any, Vitamins: or minerales2e airs, 
but, oh, how sweet it is:'' The same 
critics are burdened by the fact that 
Star Wars is a pstiche borrowing from 
a wide area of the history of cinema- 
tography and science fiction. Unfor- 
tunately, several of George Lucas' com- 
ments about the film seem to endorse 
these judgements. Summing up his feel- 
ings on the half-dozen years of work 
pn Stare Ware, TMecasmiceqvorecateirt. s 
fun -- that's the word for this movie." 

Lucas began writing Star Wars in 
January 1973, working eight hours a 
day, five days a week until March 1976 
when shooting began. In this process, 
he wrote four entirely different screen- 
plays for Star Wars, searching for just 
the right ingredients, characters and 
storyline. The result was a new kind 
of movie, exploring kinds of drama which 
were new to modern audiences. Like 
some other science fiction, Star Wars 
combines a look forward to advanced 
technology with a look backward to the 
mythic consciousness, inherited by us 
from the eons that our biological an- 
cestors gazed at the heavens or down 
upon a‘ -¢ plain, that gives our 
emotiona. .-spomse to star fields and 
moons, or the sudden thrill of peering 
over a ridge to see new, spectacular 
terrain. We are also fascinated by the 
euphonious Arabic names of the stars -- 
Aldebaran, Deneb, Procyon -- and the 
extensive sci-fi vocabulary which imi- 
tates these sounds. Perhaps such names 
as 'Obi-wan- Kenobi" are imitations 
of glossolalia as well. 

Anyone who has seen Star Wars will 
think of "the Force" as the overtly 











religious element of the story. 
Audiences were intrigued by the mix of 
high technology with a mysticism foreign 
to familiar theology, involved with 
pan-psychism, the mystery of life, tele- 
pathy and magic. A further connection 
comes from John Williams’ brilliant 
operatic-style score in which the theme 
for Ben Kenobi can be equally consider- 
ed a theme for the Force. If we listen 
to the soundtrack in this way, the Force 
seems like a provident God who allows 
our Situation to become desperate before 
he lovingly rescues us. ("Help me, 
Obi-wan Kenobi. You're my only hope.") 
At the end of the movie, this connection 
makes the Force seem like the religion 
of the Old Testament warrior. 

Another new kind of drama in the 
film is some images of life as organic, 
centering on Princess Leia Organa and 
her home planet, Alderaan. Princess 
Leia's white form and orb-shaped out- 
lines invoke woman as a mythological 
element. The destruction of the peace- 
ful and organic planet Alderaan by the 
Death Star is the perfect crucifixion of 
tender life by insensate brutality. The 
feeling of open-ended adventure of Star 
Wars, the deserts and mountains, the 
White robe and sexual beauty of the Prin- 
cess all have an Arabian flavor -- into 
which Luke fits like the youthful Mo- 
hammed. Elsewhere Luke and Ben Kenobi 
show a spiritual repose which is more 
characteristic of Eastern *réligtons than 
of Western theology. Perhaps part of 


Star Wars'achievement was to put this 


Eastern drama into a form that Westerners 
could assimilate by giving it a techno- 
logical setting. 

In a somewhat speculative way, many 
pleces, of ‘the; Star Warsistory tcan: be 
connected to theological ideas which are 
thoroughly Biblical. Darth Vader, "se- 
duced" by the "dark side" of the Force 
reminds us of the Fall of Genesis 3 and 

the demonic spirits of the New Testa- 
ment. A "great disturbance in the 
Force'' felt by Ben Kenobi when Alderaan 
is destroyed reminds us of Matthew 24:29 
"the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.'' The very breadth of this 
scene on the wide screen, with two 
centers of action (Luke on the left, 
Ben Kenobi on the right) acts as a 
symbolization of the cosmic dimen- 
sions of the disturbance. A line in 





his scene echoes Paul Tillich's under- 
standing of the Holy Spirit: 


Luke: "You mean it (the Force) 
controls your actions?" 
Ben: | Pantiahly wbuteit also 


obeys your commands." 

Obi-wan Kenobi is clearly a mess- 
ianic type. The hideous Sandpeople 
flee in fear as he approaches (cf. 
Mark 1:34, "he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew 
him.") He surrenders to the sword of 
Darth Vader, but first gives a promise 
of resurrection: 

"You.can’t win, Darth. If you 
strike me down I will become more pow- 
erful than you can possibly imagine." 

After his death, his voice returns 
as a "counselor" to Luke in a fashion 
resembling the Holy Spirit and the 
church. 

Luke's line "You know of the rebel- 
lion against the empire?" expresses 
the rumor-like excitement that we asso- 
ciate with the early church. (In Pacer 
the term "empire" here just fits with 
the early church's setting in the Roman 


Empire.) In the final scene, Luke be- 
comes a spiritually empowered warrior 
like the young David. The vulnera- 
bility of the Death Star through a 
single exhaust port is reminiscent of 
the penal substitution theory, yet is 
technologically plausible. Similarly, 
Luke's successful shot to destroy the 
Death Star was a miracle worked by the 
Force -- yet can be understood as the 
result of his youthful reflexes and 
sharp eye. In the beautiful conclu- 
sion to this scene, Luke pulls up 
from his bombing pass as the soundtrack 
swells with a rising spiritual current. 
Luke's face is still transfixed by his 
experience of the Force, and his lips 
move as if pronouncing a blessing. The 
final musical phrase of the scene seems 
to say that God knew all along that it 
would turn out this way. And the fol- 
lowing line, "Luke, the Force will al- 
ways be with you," is familiar from 
Matthew 28:20, "Lo, I am with you al- 
ways, to the close of the age." 

Tim Yeager 


Smell the crisp clean air as it moves up and down the alleys. 


The sounds of the road are far away, 


Birds play in the trees in the rough, the ducks fly in imperfect 
vees; two or three always think they should fly the point, 


they land, quack, paddle, 


very important. 


and waddle asvifveheirr business: is 


Squirrels, peering, steal across the open-ways hoping that nothing 
will see them as they gather buckeyes. 

While I tighten my glove and check my wrist watch, the sun breaks through 
the cool air as another set of clouds moves toward the northeast, 

The weight of my bag (always) seems lighter as I pull the strap 


over my right shoulder, 


Stepping off the path my shoes sink slightly in the spongy grass; 
pointed footprints remain in the dew where I tread-- 

I can see the traps of sand in the distance, protection for the 
elusive pin, hundreds of yards away. 

Ready, loose, my eyes stare straight down, my arm muscles twitch 
as I draw my Club high, back, over my right shoulder, 
and -crack- the stillness of the morning is separated 
as the Sizzling ball slices through the air, hanging for what 


seems like hours, and dropping quietly to the 
slope of the fairway as it begins a day on the links, 


Bobby Sharman 


FROM THE DRAGON'S LAIR 


One of the questions most frequently 
asked of me by prospective:-students is, 
"What does Princeton Seminary believe?" 
The question takes a number of forms, 
such as, ‘What is your doctrinal state- 
ment?" (No, we don't have one) or ''To 
what theology does your faculty adhere?" 
or a list of questions such as, "Are 
you premillenialist, postmillenialist or 
amillenialist?" and "What must a man 
(sic) do to be saved?" 

My answers take a variety of forms, 
generally amounting to ducking the ques- 
tion. Although I believe a principal 
function of my position is to interpret 
the Seminary to earnest inquirers, I 
cannot imagine distilling the theolo- 
gical diversity of .2 1.5. dntosessingle 
statement and wrapping it in an air- 
right ("air" implies "breath" means 
"Spirit) package. For someone who 
really wants a helpful answer, I take a 
cue from the wisdom of my predecessor 
and remark that we are a United Presby- 
teridn seminary and suggest reading the 
Book of Confessions. That usually set- 
tiles that. 

But. not for one young man. He: read 
the Book of Confessions and came back to 
talk to me. He noted the diversity (even 
contradiction) among the Confessions and 
demanded straight answers to questions 
put simply: "What must people do to be 
saved?’ ‘“Ietthere atthelie = Dovyou_be= 
lieve in creation, evolution or theistic 
evolution?" What could I say? I sug- 
gested the questions were not only simple 
but simplistic, wrongly stated and not | 
in keeping with an understanding of the 
Scriptures which is more deep than it is 
comprehensive. 

I can't help wondering if I was kid- 
ding myself. What do we believe at © 
Princeton Seminary? We claim to be in 
the mainstream and on the vanguard of 
the Reformed tradition, but how many of 
us know that tradition well? Members 
of the faculty do; certainly, ‘but 1 
don't and I suspect neither do many of 
you. Perhaps in our zeal to be ecumen- 
ical we trade depth of understanding 
of our tradition and those of others 
for seeking the least common denominator 
How well do you Methodists, Presbyter- 
ians. Lutherans and others know the 


history and theology of your tradition 
before hopping on another's bandwagon? 
I used to describe myself as a Chris- 
tian syncretist. However, I would pre- 
fer to be solidly grounded in my own 
tradition and in the process retain an 
open mind. 

Denominations aside, there is the 
further problem of what I call theo- 
logical orientation. People of my own 
persuasion (sort of a mythico-poetic-— 
liturgical flavor, with an emphasis on 
social justice) enjoy talking to one 
another and raising our questions and 
answering them. What do we do when con- 
fronted with a problem raised from ano 
nother theological orientation? "Is 
there a hell?" - 

Remaining securely in my personal 
niche, I have many more questions than 
answers. I'll close restating the 
original question, "What does Princeton 
Seminary believe?" What do you believe? 
On what do you stake your life? How do 
you articulate your faith -- and how 
does that affect your stewardship, your 
use of time, your relationship with 
other persons, the Church and govern- 
ments, and your purpose in being here? 








Robert A. Keefer 


The deadline for the next issue of | 
VIEWPOINT is February 1, 1983. Ail| 
contributions may be left in the 
Editor's mailbox in the Hodge 
basement, or sent through Campus 
naLletomViIEWPOENT i 


Will “Hereticus Libelius I" please | 
contact the Editor soon. 
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